Commission on the Deaf and Hearing Impaired

67 Prospect Avenue, 3rd Floor
Hartford, CT 06106-2980

Stacie J. Mawson, Executive Director

Regular Advisory Board Meeting of February 4, 2008
Minutes

Members in Attendance:

James Pedersen (President, CCOSD, Ex-Officio)

Luisa Soboleski (Chairperson)

John D. Garvin (Deaf Member) 

Lucy Trusock (Parent of a student enrolled at ASD)

James Donagher (Designee from DMHAS)

Bridget Kemmling (Designee from DOL)

Jane Whitehead (Designee from DDS)

Mary Silvestri (Deaf Member/Parent)

Jeffrey Bravin (Deaf Member)

Mary Lynch (Hearing Impaired Member)

Donna Maselli (Designee from DPH)



Stacie J. Mawson, Executive Director 

Members Not Present:

Edward Peltier, (Executive Director of ASD, Ex-Officio)

John Purdy (Consultant for Hearing Impaired Programs, Ex-Officio) 

MaryAnn D’Addario (Designee from DCF)

Daniel Milton (Designee from DSS)

Patricia Staszko-Kozik (Designee from DOE)
Raymond DeRosa (Parent of student in public school)

Matt Ranelli (Parent of a Child in Oral Education Program)

Gloria White (Deaf Member)

Vacant Positions:

Otolaryngologist-licensed to practice in the State of Connecticut

Deaf/ Hard of Hearing Member
Interpreters:

Mary Sue Owens, Sarah Wicks
Cart Reporter:
Sharon Masse
Guests:


Call to Order

Luisa called the meeting to order at 1:34 p.m.  

Jeff Bravin accepted the agenda as presented.

Mary Silvestri made a motion to accept minutes with one change under new business.
Jim Donagher made a motion to accept the minutes with an addendum to new business deleting the words Language Arts.  The sentence should read, Mary shared information about a committee that is interested in changing the statute that will allow ASL to become an approved world language.  Mary Lynch second the motion.
I. Executive Director’s Report

Personnel:  Currently there is one interpreter working a reduced schedule on Worker’s Comp and one interpreter on extended sick leave.
A request was submitted to DAS to hire a Certified Deaf Interpreter.  This request has been approved and the position has been posted on DAS’ website as a continuous recruitment.
Agency Business:  
· Budget – reduction/savings
· Open Discussion was held at CDHI to discuss proposed legislation relating to the Availability of Qualified Interpreter Services
· Human Services Public Hearing dates are scheduled for February 26th, 28th and March 4th
· CCOSD’s Legislative Breakfast at the Capitol on March 4th, 8:-10:00 a.m.
· The 2008 Legislative session is short session from February 6th – May 7th.

· State Auditor is wrapping up CDHI’s audit.  The audit findings are expected in two weeks.

· CDHI and the Disabilities Network of Eastern Connecticut will host a Town Meeting on February 20th from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the Otis Library in Norwich.
· CDHI will also host a Town Meeting in East Hartford on April 11th. 

· Stacie shared yellow cards given to vendors and state agencies offering ADA requirements when working with Deaf and Hard of Hearing Individuals.

· Stacie announced the passing of Larry Marino who was instrumental in the opening of the Salvadore Monarco housing in Middletown. A moment of silence was held to acknowledge his passing.
II.
Executive Board Report

John Garvin, Mary Silvestri, Donna Maselli and Luisa attended the Executive Board meeting and discussed changes needed to update the bylaws.  Luisa would like to impose a deadline in which the changes will be revised and new bylaws submitted.  A decision was made to table a discussion about the bylaws until the April’s meeting.
The Executive Board members also discussed ASL as a World Language.  The Education Reform Ad Hoc Committee will host eight (8) meetings statewide.

III.
Old Business

The Department of Education (DOE) High School Reform Ad Hoc Committee was formed to submit new proposals to the state legislature regarding changes in Connecticut’s high schools graduation requirements including ASL as a World Language in the two year requirement.  There is a group advocating that ASL be considered a World (foreign) Language option.
A majority of states recognize ASL as World Language on a high school level.  There are also some colleges that accept ASL as a foreign language.

Some members of the DOE have two challenging questions: 1) How to certify teachers to teach ASL and 2) How it can be considered a World Language as it only used in the United States and Canada?  Mary Silvestri has information to answer both questions favorably to ASL in a thick notebook.
There is a need for a college in Connecticut to train ASL teachers.

Jim Donagher made a motion for CDHI to write a letter of support for ASL to be considered as a World Language option in Connecticut High Schools.  Donna Maselli seconds the motion.  All members in attendance voted in favor of the motion.

IV.
New Business

Donna Maselli announced the Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Conference will be held in New Orleans February 24th – 27th.
V.
Announcements

Luisa announced that Mark Meyers will be leaving Northwestern Connecticut Community College in July.  Mark accepted a new position as Provost at South West Collegiate Institute for the Deaf (SWCID) campus of Howard College in Big Spring, Texas.  Mark will start his new job in August.  
Deaf Digest wrote a wonderful article announcing his new position.
VI.
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 2:35 p.m.  The next scheduled meeting is Monday, April 7, 2008.
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