RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS

Travel/Tourism

R E C R E A T I O N A L   P R O G R A M S

Listed here are organizations that actually offer recreational programs or may help to locate or initiate such a program in your region.

NOTE: See SUMMER PROGRAMS, CLUBS FOR THE DEAF and RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS. 

I.  SPORTS PROGRAMS

USA DEAF SPORTS FEDERATION (USADSF) (Formerly AMERICAN ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

OF THE DEAF, INC.-AAAD)

3607 Washington Boulevard #4

Ogden, Utah  84403-1737
(801) 393-8710 Voice

(801) 393-7916 TDD

(801) 393-2263 FAX



USADSF sanctions and promotes state, regional and national basketball and softball tournaments each year.  It also promotes participation of the U.S. deaf athletes in the WORLD GAMES FOR THE DEAF, the PAN AMERICAN GAMES FOR THE DEAF and other international competitions in various events.  Conditions of competition in the WORLD GAMES FOR THE DEAF are closely related to the Olympic Games.  



UNITED STATES COMMITTEE WORLD GAMES FOR THE DEAF



(WGD)
Gallaudet University

Box USA, 800 Florida Avenue, NE

Washington, DC  20002




NATIONAL DEAF BOWLERS ASSOCIATION

Roger Sellers, Secretary/Treasurer

(NDBA)
PO Box 171786

Arlington, Texas  76003

Membership for men.


(817) 561-1104 TDD

(817) 561-1134 FAX



NATIONAL DEAF WOMEN BOWLERS ASSOC

Sandy Heston, Secretary/Treasurer

(NDWBA)

8190 Taylor Street NE

Minneapolis, Minnesota  55432        

Membership for women.
(612) 784-5879 TDD

Annual bowling tournament in July at chosen sites in any part of the U.S.A. to promote the sport, fellowship, sportsmanship, and competition among interested deaf bowlers from all over the country.



NEW ENGLAND ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

OF THE DEAF 



(NEAAD)

Bruce Beston, President

125 Walter Street
Chicopee, MA 01013                                                 e mail
(413) 535-3253 TDD

(413) 532-3270 FAX

neaad@aol.com

NEAAD sanctions and promotes state and regional basketball, volleyball and softball tournaments in New England.

UNITED STATES DEAF SKIERS ASSOCIATION
Don Fields, President

159 Davis Avenue

Hackensack, NJ  07601


The Association promotes recreational and competitive skiing for people with hearing impairments and actively supports participation in international competitions.


WORLD RECREATION ASSOCIATION FOR THE DEAF, INC.




(WRAD)

PO Box 92074

Rochester, NY  14692-0074
(716) 586-4208 TDD

(716) 475-7101 FAX

A section on sport activities and a listing of sport events for the deaf throughout the nation can be found in Silent News, a monthly newspaper consisting of deaf related articles and issues.  See PERIODICAL for address.
II.   LIBRARY  SERVICES

Any library information may be requested via TDD. Besides books, magazines, research material, etc., many libraries now have videos on loan and many of these are closed captioned.  These captioned video films are available also through inter-library loan. They have been identified as captioned in the regional computer system.

Some libraries also have TV Telecaption Adapters to circulate among patrons who do not already own one.  Also check if interpreters are available for story hours.

In Connecticut, the following libraries are accessible by TDD:

Bridgeport

925 Broad Street

Bridgeport, CT  06604


(203) 576-7405 TDD

Connecticut State Library
231 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106


(860) 566-2587 TDD

1-800-842-1655 TDD

Chester Public Library
21 W. Main Street

Chester, CT 06412


(860) 526-5598 Voice/TDD

Hamden Public Library

2901 Dixwell Avenue

Hamden, CT 06518


(203) 287-2680 TDD

Hartford Public Library

500 Main Street

Hartford, CT 06103


(860) 293-6059 TDD

Killingly Public Library

25 Wescott Road

Danielson, CT 06239


(860) 744-9429 TDD

Russell Public Library

123 Broad Street

Middletown, CT


(860) 347-2520 TDD

Silas Bronson Library
267 Grand Street

Waterbury, CT  06702


(203) 574-2226 Voice/TDD

Information Desk

South Windsor Public Library

1550 Sullivan Avenue

South Windsor, CT 06074
(860) 644-7645 TDD

West Hartford Public Library

20 S. Main Street

West Hartford, CT 06107


(860) 523-3246 TDD

West Haven Public Library

300 Elm 

West Haven, CT 06519


(203) 932-2221 TDD

Weston Public Library

Norfield Road

Weston, CT 06883


(203)226-8915 TDD

Windsor Public Library

323 Broad Street

Windsor, CT 06095


(860) 285-1834 TDD

Willmantic Public Library
965 Main Street

Willmantic, CT 06226


(860) 423-6182 Voice/TDD

Northwestern Connecticut

Community College Library
Park Place East

Winsted, CT 06098


(860) 379-3886 TDD

LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND AND PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED
Connecticut State Library

198 West Street

Rocky Hill, CT  06067
(203) 566-2151 Voice

1-800-842-5416 Voice

THE LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND AND PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED (a branch of the Connecticut State Library) makes TALKING BOOKS available free of charge to any person, kindergarten age to senior citizen, who cannot read conventional print because of visual or physical impairments.  For people with hearing loss, amplified headsets are made available in conjunction with the Talking Book play back equipment, which is also available at no cost.  To participate in this program, certification of eligibility is required.



PERSONS INTERESTED IN LIBRARY SERVICES FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED ON A NATIONAL BASIS MAY CONTACT:

FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES FOR DEAF ACTION USA

814 Thayer Avenue



(FOLDA)
Silver Spring, MD  20910-4500

Alice Hagemeyer, Secretary, FOLDA
(301) 572-5168 TDD

(301) 572-4134 FAX

E-MAIL: ALHAGEMEYER @JUNO.COM

FOLDA is working to put a deafness information folder, THE RED NOTEBOOK, in every library, agency and individual’s home.  The notebook contains, for example, brochures and leaflets with information about: deafness; educational opportunities; community resources; deaf-owned businesses; businesses with special services; information for medical specialists about deaf adults.  FOLDA also publishes a newsletter, CROSSROADS.

III.   CAPTIONED  FILMS/VIDEOS
In addition to the captioned videos that can be borrowed by individual library patrons, educational and theatrical (entertainment) captioned films are available free of charge to groups of people from the following:

BLOCKBUSTER
Marketing Department

P. O. Box 407060

Fort Lauderdale, FL  33340-7060




CAPTIONED FILMS/VIDEOS FOR THE DEAF
5000 Park Street North

St. Petersburg, FL  33709
1-800-237-6213Voice/TDD

(815) 545-8782 FAX

Approved groups with at least one hearing impaired person may receive educational films. Approved groups of at least six hearing impaired persons may receive theatrical films.  The presence of a hearing parent, teacher, counselor or similar person is permissible.  In both cases, only the return postage has to be paid.  Over 1800 educational and over 1200 theatrical films are available.  Write for an application form.

This service is monitored by MEDIA SERVICES AND CAPTIONED FILMS (MSCF).  This is a program based on Public Law 85-905 (as amended) and federally funded.  MSCF also promotes live closed captioned national television news and public information programs; closed captioned television programs; the National Theatre for the Deaf; and recordings for the blind.  MSCF is active in research, training and distribution for multi media instructional technology.  For more information on MSCF contact:

THE CAPTION CENTER  (CC)
125 Western Avenue

Boston, MA  02134


(617) 492-9225 Voice/TDD

(617) 562-0590 Fax

caption@wgbh.org
www.wgbh.org/caption 

CAPTIONED FILMS/VIDEOS

MODERN TALKING PICTURE SVC, INC
5000 Park St. N

St Petersburg, FL  33709


Voice: 800 237-6213

TDD: 800 237-6213

Toll Free: 800 237-6213



CAPTIONS, INC

CLOSED CAPTIONING SERVICES

3900 W 12th St.

Sioux Falls, SD  57107


Voice: 800 568-4341

TDD: 800 568-4341

Fax: 605 330-9226

Toll Free: 800 568-4341

IV.   PERFORMING  ARTS (Theatre/Music)
Going to the theatre and enjoying a play, a dance performance, or musical performance are activities that have become much easier for deaf and hard of hearing people. 

Many theaters have installed assistive listening devices, also called infrared hearing systems (see COMMUNICATION).  These amplify the sound coming from the stage.  The signals can be received by patrons using special wireless earphones.  The headsets are lightweight and practically invisible in the darkened theatre.  The system can be used with or without hearing aids.  Remember to reserve the headsets when reserving tickets.  They are usually available without charge.  Theaters in Connecticut with infrared listening devices are:

BUSHNELL
166 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT  06106


(860) 520-4890 TDD

(860) 246-6807 Voice

HARTFORD STAGE COMPANY

50 Church Street

Hartford, CT  06103


(860) 527-5151 Voice/TDD



LONG WHARF THEATRE

222 Sargent Drive

New Haven, CT  06511
(203) 787-4282 Voice

(203) 787-1525 TDD

SHUBERT PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

247 College Street

New Haven, CT  06510


(203) 624-1825 Voice

YALE REPERTORY THEATRE
222 York Street

New Haven, CT  06520
(203) 436-1600 Voice

1-800-842-9710 TDD

STAMFORD PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

307 Atlantic Street

Stamford, CT  06901


(203) 323-2131 Voice

LINCOLN THEATRE

University of Hartford

200 Bloomfield Avenue

West Hartford, CT  06105


(203) 243-4228 Voice

WESTPORT COUNTRY PLAYHOUSE

25 Powers Court

Westport, CT  06881
(203) 227-5137 Voice

Another way of making theatrical productions more accessible for patrons who are deaf or hearing impaired is to offer signed performances.  A sign language interpreter interprets the regular performance as the play goes along.  Hartford Stage Company, Long Wharf Theatre, Bushnell and Shubert Theatre and Yale Repertory Theatre usually have one performance of each regular production interpreted.  Sometimes plot summaries are made available before hand.  Occasionally, productions by visiting companies or high school theatre departments are interpreted for the deaf and hard of hearing as well.  Announcements are usually made in the CDHInfo newsletter, the CDHI Web page, CCC-Broadcaster or through flyers.

The following establishments create theatrical performances specifically for the hearing impaired community.  (They can be understood and enjoyed by hearing people as well):

CRIDDERS
34 Shelley Road

Middletown, CT  06457

ATTN: Keith Vinci
(860) 346-7206 Voice/TDD

CRIDDERS is a group of sign language interpreters, that has become a nationally recognized performing troupe specializing in musical productions including sign language, mime and dance.



COSIGN
34 Shelley Road

Middletown, CT  06457

ATTN.: Keith Vinci
(860) 346-7206 Voice/TDD

COSIGN presents educational and entertaining musical productions in the areas of music for deaf and hard of hearing youths, artistic sign language interpretation and public awareness within the general population.  Sign language, dance and mime is used and each performance is tailor made for the viewing group.  They perform for workshops and educational seminars and find their audiences in schools, corporations and civic groups.



MUSIC AND ARTS CENTER FOR THE

HANDICAPPED
600 University Avenue

Room 213

Bridgeport, CT  06601
(203) 366-3300 Voice

(203) 368-2487 TDD

The Music & Arts for the Handicapped provides individual and group instruction in the visual and the performing arts.  Classes are held weekly at various sites in Fairfield and New Haven counties including Bridgeport, New Canaan, New Haven, Ridgefield, and Stamford.  MACH serves a dozen nursing homes, day programs, regional centers and schools.  Children, including preschoolers, as well as teens, adults and the very elderly participate in and share arts experiences, explore new modes of creative expression and develop skills and resources that will enrich their lives.



THE NATIONAL THEATRE OF THE DEAF
PO Box 659

5 West Main Street

Chester, CT  06412


(860) 526-4971 Voice

(860) 526-4975 TDD

deaftcon@aol.com  

www.ntd.org 

NTD is a professional ensemble of deaf and hearing actors.  Sign language and the spoken word are used simultaneously.  Each year NTD has a spring tour and a fall tour with one full scale formal performance, covering much of the United States.  NTD also tours abroad extensively and appears regularly on television.

NTD’s performance troupe for young people is THE LITTLE THEATRE OF THE DEAF.  Using body movement, sign language and the spoken word, it brings stories, fables and poems to life in schools, parks, museums, theaters and libraries.

NTD also offers workshops and lecture demonstrations.

In addition to the performing work, NTD operates a DEAF ACTORS’ REFERRAL AND ADVOCACY SERVICE.  It helps to place qualified, professional deaf actors in theatre, television and film.  Consultation on professional representation and information on support and legal services are available.



V.  TRAVEL/TOURISM

Most major airlines and hotel chains, ground transportation systems (bus and railroad), car rental agencies and some travel agencies have TDDs.  Some have other services specifically for deaf and hard of hearing persons.  Public TDDs are available in major airports.

Sources for travel-related information (TDD numbers, special fares for people with certified handicaps and/or necessary companion - e.g. interpreters; free travel for hearing ear dogs; special tours) are listed below.



AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION

AAA CLUB
70 East Main Street

Avon, CT  06001

AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION

AAA CLUB
112 Prospect Avenue

Hartford, CT  06110

815 Farmington Avenue

West Hartford, CT  06119
(860) 409-2800 Voice

(860) 674-1466 FAX

(860) 236-6607 TDD

(860) 232-3005

AMTRAK


Public Affairs Office



400 N. Capital Street, NW

Washington, DC  20001

  or

Office of Customer Relations

PO Box 2709

Washington, DC  20013
1-800-523-6590 TDD

1-800-523-6591 TDD

Ask for ACCESS AMTRAK brochure.

Remember: 800 Voice/TDD numbers are toll free!


GREYHOUND LINES, INC.

901 Main Street Suite 2500

Dallas, TX  75202
1-800-345-3109 TDD

Ask for HELPING HAND, a Traveler’s Guide for the Handicapped.


MOBILITY INTERNATIONAL

PO Box 10767

Eugene, OR  97440
(503) 343-1284 Voice/TDD

MIUSA organizes international educational exchange programs for people with an interest in independent living and international understanding.  Persons with and without disabilities are welcome.  MIUSA publishes a newsletter and several books related to its goals.  Two videos about former programs were produced, both available in captioned form.  MIUSA offers a membership service that includes information and referral to travel and international opportunities for persons with disabilities.



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
Visitor Information and

Associates Reception Center

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.


(202) 357-2700 Voice

(202) 357-1729 TDD

TRAVEL INFORMATION SERVICE

Moss Rehabilitation Hospital



12th Street and Tabor Road

Philadelphia, PA  19141-3099
(215) 456-9600 Voice

(215) 456-9602 TDD

AIRLINES

You can contact any airlines to book the flights through the telecommunication relay service or websites of the airlines.  Listed below are the airlines with direct telephone numbers:

ALASKA AIRLINES
                   

    1- 800-682-2221 TDD

AMERICAN AIRLINES



    1- 800-543-1586 TDD

 






          www.aa.com 
BRITISH AIRWAYS (STATEWIDE)

    1- 800-452-3621 TDD

CONTINENTAL AIRLINES


    1- 800-343-9195 TDD

DELTA AIRLINES                                                      1- 800-831-4488 TDD

KLM AIRLINES (INTERNATIONAL)

    1- 800-447-4747 TDD








        www.nwa.com 

NORTHWEST AIRLINES (STATEWIDE)
    1- 800-328-2298 TDD








        www.nwa.com 

SOUTHWEST AIRLINES



    1- 800-533-1305 TDD

TWA AIRLINES




    1- 800-421-8480 TDD

UNITED AIRLINES(STATEWIDE)

    1- 800-323-0170 TDD








       www.ual.com 


USAIR AIRLINES (STATEWIDE)

    1- 800-245-2966 TDD

Many major museums and other tourist attractions in the United States are accessible by TDD.  Some will arrange interpreted tours if they receive requests in advance.  NEVER hesitate to contact a place you are interested in to ask what services are available or even to make suggestions on how they could accommodate you.  It is impossible to list all relevant attractions from around the country.  Always plan well in advance.  Gathering information takes time.  Remember, interpreting services or accommodations that meet specific individuals’ needs are mandated by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)  
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