FINANCIAL ISSUES


F I N A N C I A L   I S S U E S

Parents of hearing impaired children are often concerned about the special expenses involved in the education of their child.  Likewise, adult persons with hearing impairment who live on a limited budget are concerned about the cost of hearing aids and special services they may need.  As indicated in the previous section, federal, state or local budgets now carry many of the costs related to disabilities.  (See for example the entries about TDD-rates and TDD-loaner service and reduced travel rates.  Also, NICD has a free brochure, Hearing Aids and Other Assistive Devices: Where to Get Assistance.)
It would be inappropriate to give financial advice in this GUIDE because every case is different and complex.  Every person concerned about financial issues is advised to carefully study the sections Legal Issues and State Agencies as well as contact any of the additional information and advocacy organizations listed under Connecticut Organizations and National Organizations.  The following basic resources should not be overlooked:

TAXES

For information about tax deductions see the IRS publications


502 Medical and Dental Expenses


503 Disabled Dependent and Childcare


907 Tax Information for Disabled and Handicapped Persons

THESE BROCHURES ARE AVAILABLE FROM:

IRS Forms Distribution Center

P.O. Box 25866

Richmond, VA  23268


1-800-424-3676 Voice

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT TAX DEDUCTIONS CONTACT:

Internal Revenue Service

135 High Street

Hartford, CT  06103
1-800-424-1040 Voice

1-800-428-4732 TDD



BENEFITS



The STATE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES (DSS) will give information in English or Spanish, about welfare benefits, eligibility and applications.

25 Sigourney Street

Hartford, CT 06106
(860) 424-5373 Voice

1-800-842-4524 Voice/TDD

SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME (SSI)

This is a federal income maintenance program for the aged, blind and disabled.  It provides monthly payments for those disabled people who have little or no income or resources.  There is no age restriction.  The Social Security Administration is in charge of the program but SSI is not the same as Social Security.  A person does not have to be eligible for Social Security to receive SSI, and some people may receive both. 

For further information contact nearest Social Security Office or 1-800-325-0778 TDD 

AFTER SCHOOL

To prepare for a working life after high school, the State Bureau of Rehabilitation Services (see State Agencies) will supply services.  This may include driver education.

College bound high school students and/or their parents should:

- contact the high school guidance office

- contact the Financial Aid Department of their chosen college

- contact NICD for the pamphlet, “Sources of Financial Assistance for Hearing Impaired Students.

HEALTH INSURANCE

It is important to find out if a health insurance plan covers speech/language pathology and audiology services.  ASHA (see National Organizations) will send a brochure on request.  “Do your health insurance benefits cover speech, language and hearing services?”

If you cannot afford health insurance for your children, Connecticut’s HUSKY Plan offers free or low-cost health coverage.  Call 1-877-CT-HUSKY (toll free).

The HUSKY Plan (Healthcare for UninSured Kids and Youth) is Connecticut’s exciting new health insurance program for children.  Every child needs quality health care, and the HUSKY Plan offers a comprehensive health package for youngsters up to age 19.  Benefits include preventive care, prescriptions, vision and dental care, and much more.  In addition, HUSKY Plus offers services for children with special physical or behavioral health needs. 







1-877-CT HUSKY (1-877-284-8759)







Website address: www.huskyhealth.com






TDD 1-800-842-4524

In hardship cases or for special projects, local civic organizations may be able to help. (For example: Lions Club, Quota International, Rotary Club, etc.)

SOURCES OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR STUDENTS 
A.  SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL AWARDS FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING.

The following scholarships have been created specifically for deaf or hard of hearing students.  Most scholarships are based on financial need and academic achievement.

Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf Scholarship:

This organization offers scholarships for deaf college students attending hearing colleges.  Students born severely or profoundly deaf or students deafened before acquiring language are eligible.  Some awards are geared toward students majoring in specific fields.  Awards ranging from $500 to $1,000 are granted annually.  For an application, write to:

A. G. Bell Association for the Deaf, 3417 Volta Place NW, Washington, DC 20007.

Communication Disorders Foundation of Virginia:
High School Senior Award

This award is a minimum of $250 to be presented to a student who is deaf, a Virginia resident and enrolled in a Virginia School for the Deaf and Blind.  The students must have been accepted into a post-secondary program.  For an application, write to: 

Communication Disorders Foundation, P.O. Box 35653, Richmond, VA 23235

The Geoffrey Foundation:

This nonprofit organization provides direct financial aid to students having a severe to profound hearing loss greater than 80 dB currently enrolled or planning to enroll in an auditory verbal program.  For an application and further information write to: 

The Geoffrey Foundation, PO Box 1112, Ocean Avenue, Kennebunkport, Maine 04046.

Gallaudet University Alumni Association:


Graduate Fellowship Fund

The Graduate Fellowship Fund provides fellowships to deaf graduates of Gallaudet University or any other accredited college or university who have decided to attend graduate school at a college or university for people with normal hearing.  Candidates must have been accepted by an accredited graduate program and attend full-time to be eligible.

Funds are awarded to students who are studying for doctoral level, law, or medical degrees.  Fellowships are awarded annually and may be renewed.  Last year a total of 17 scholarships were awarded.  The amounts of the awards vary between $500 and $5,000.  Eight to ten fellowships are awarded annually.  For applications and further information contact:

The Peikoff Alumni House, Gallaudet University, 800 Florida Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20002.  The deadline for receiving applications is April 15.

IADES Fellowship Award
The International Alumnae of Delta Epsilon Sorority offers a $500 fellowship award for deaf women in need of financial support for doctoral studies.  This award is intended for tuition costs only.  The student must be deaf, have completed 12 or more credits in a doctoral program at an accredited institution of higher education, and have a GPA of 3.0 or higher.  The deadline for completed application is April 1.  For more information contact: Daphne Cox McGregor, 8619 Pin Oak Drive, Springfield, VA  22153.

Dr. Malcolm J. Norwood Memorial Award
This award provides scholarships to deaf or hard of hearing persons who wish to become professionals in the area of media communication and/or media technology.  Applicants must be accepted to, or currently attending, an approved post-secondary educational program.  Three separate scholarships of $2,000 each are awarded annually.  The school receives the award for the students to use toward tuition, room and board, books, and/or supplies.  For an application contact: 

The Dr. Malcolm J. Norwood Memorial Award Panel, National Captioning Institute, 1900 Gallows Road, Suite 3000, Vienna, VA  22182.

Maryland State Grange

This organization offers a scholarship that is open to deaf students or to students who are preparing to work with the deaf and hard of hearing.  To be eligible, applicant must have graduated from a Maryland high school, must reside in Maryland, and must attend college in Maryland.  Scholarships are awarded annually and may be renewed.  Both undergraduate and graduate students may apply.  For more information write to: 

Michael L. Guessford, Chairman, Maryland State Grange, Deaf Activities, 815 Frederick Street, Hagerstown, MD 21740.

Minnie Pearl Scholarship Fund

The EAR Foundation awards several scholarships each year to students with a significant bilateral hearing loss.  Applicants must have a cumulative 3.0 GPA and have a mainstream school back​ground.  The scholarship pays full tuition (maximum $2,000) and awards are renewable.  For more information write to: 

The EAR Foundation, 2000 Church Street, Box 111, Nashville, TN  37236.

National Fraternal Society of the Deaf

This organization awards scholarships to members of the society.  To qualify, you must have held an insurance policy with NFSD for a minimum of one year.  Awards are based on need and scholastic achievement.  Ten awards of $1,000 per year are presented.  For further information, write to: 

National Fraternal Society of the Deaf, 1118 South Sixth Street, Springfield, IL 62703.

Oticon/ Phonic Ear Scholarships

Ten $1000 scholarships are awarded annually to students with a documented hearing loss, who are full-time entering or continuing students in a four-year bachelors degree program at colleges in the U.S.A. or Canada.  For applications and information write to: 

Octicon/Phonic Ear Scholarships, c/o Sertoma Foundation, 1912 East Meyer Boulevard, Kansas City, MO  64132.

The President’s Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities

This organization offers a $2,000 award to a student, accepted or enrolled in an accredited four-year college or university, pursuing a Business Administration degree. For an application and further information write to: 

The President’s Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities, 1331 F Street, NW, Washington, DC 20004

Quota International of Candlewood Valley
The Candlewood Valley chapter offers scholarships for students who are deaf/ hard of hearing or for hearing students pursuing careers in the field of services for the deaf and hard of hearing.  Students must be full-time entering or continuing college students and must be residents of Connecticut.  For an application and more information contact:

Quota International of Candlewood Valley, P.O. Box 565, Danbury, CT  06813.

Quota International of Flint

The Flint chapter has a scholarship program for students who are deaf/ hard of hearing or for hearing students pursuing careers in the field of services for the deaf.  The scholarship is specifically for upcoming juniors or seniors already attending college.  Applicants must be residents of the Flint, Michigan area.  For more information contact: Quota International of Flint, P.O. Box 39, Flint, MI 48502.

Ventura Clubs Student Aid Award and Venture Clubs of America

Each chapter of this organization provides awards annually to students with disabilities: 1st place $1,500, 2nd place 1,000.  For an application, write to: 

Ventura Clubs Student Aid Award and Venture Clubs of America, Handicapped Student Scholarship, 2 Penn Center Plaza, Suite 1000, Philadelphia, PA  19102-1883.

William C. Stokoe Scholarship

The Stokoe Scholarship is awarded each year to a deaf graduate student who is studying in a field related to sign language or deaf culture, whether in linguistics, psychology, anthropology, sociology, or other fields.  The student must create and complete a research or development project within one year and prepare a brief report upon completion of the project.  The award of $1,000 is announced in May.  For an application write to: 

Stokoe Scholarship Secretary, National Association of the Deaf, 814 Thayer Avenue, Silver Springs, MD  20910-4500.

Sophie Fowler Scholarship

Gallaudet University Alumni Association

Connecticut Chapter

c/o Laurie Meotti 

22 Jennifer Drive

Hebron, CT

Other Resources for Students who are Deaf

Several colleges and universities have college-based scholarships for students with disabilities.

For example, the Mary Gammal Scholarship is for deaf or hard of hearing students planning to attend the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts.  Preference is given to local applicants, but students from other areas are also encouraged to apply.  (Students must be accepted at the College of the Holy Cross before they can apply for this scholarship.)  The annual award is $2,100 and is based on financial need.  For information write to: 

Dr. Francis H. Delaney, Jr., College of the Holy Cross, Fenwich 125, Worcester, MA  01610. 

Another example is the Dorothy Begun Memorial Endowment Fund for disabled students at Wayne State University in Detroit, Michigan.

B.  SCHOLARSHIPS FOR HEARING STUDENTS
CODA Scholarship
The Children of Deaf Adults organization offers two annual scholarships to be awarded in the fall to hearing high school seniors or recent graduates who have deaf parents.  Annual awards are $2,000 each.  Applicants must submit an official high school transcript, an essay relating their childhood experiences with deaf parents, and two letters of recommendation.  For more information contact: 

Dr. Robert Hoffmeister, Director, Programs in Deaf Studies, 605 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston University, Boston, MA  02215.

Communication Disorders Foundation of Virginia Student Interpreter Award
An award of $250 will be presented to an interpreter-in-training.  The applicant must be a full-time or part-time student who has completed one year of course work in an interpreter training program in Virginia and who seeks a diploma in interpreting services.  For more information write to: 

Communications Disorders Foundation, P.O. Box 35653, Richmond, VA  23235.

IDARA Academic Scholarship Fund
The Illinois Deafness and Rehabilitation Association Academic Scholarship Fund was established to financially assist high school or post-secondary school students with tuition and related academic expenses.  The annual award is $1,000.  If two recipients are chosen, the monies may be divided between the two.  Students must be in a rehabilitation-related program and show interest in deafness as part of their career goals, have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher, and reside in Illinois.

Maryland State Grange
The organization offers a scholarship that is open to deaf students or to students who are preparing to work with deaf and hard of hearing people.  To be eligible applicants must have graduated from a Maryland high school, must reside in Maryland, and must attend college in Maryland.  The scholarships are awarded annually and may be renewed.  Both undergraduate and graduate students may apply.  For a applications write to: 

Alice H. Eckard, Chairman, Maryland State Deaf Activities, 18 Milton Avenue, Westminster, MD  21157.

Sertoma Communicative Disorders Scholarships
Sertoma International and the Sertoma Foundation will offer scholarships totaling $75,000.  Each of Sertoma’s 15 regions will award two $2,500 scholarships to students who live within each region pursuing master’s degrees in audiology or speech language pathology; and have at least a 3.2 GPA on a 4.0 scale.  For more information send a self-addressed stamped enveloped to: 

Communicative Disorders Scholarships, Sertoma International, 1912 East Meyer Blvd., Kansas City, MO  64132.

C.  OTHER SOURCES OF FINANCIAL AID FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Electronic Industries Foundation Scholarship Fund
This fund was established for disabled U.S. citizens who are accepted or enrolled in an accredited four-year college or university pursuing a technical or scientific career that supports the electronic industries.  The scholarships are based on financial need.  Six scholarships of $5,000 each are awarded annually and may be renewed.  For more information contact: Marcie Corac, Scholarship Coordinator, Electronic Industries Foundation, 919 18th Street, NW, Washington, DC  20006.

Charlotte W. Newcombe Foundation
This foundation provides funds directly to colleges and universities which are then awarded to disabled students attending those schools.  Grants total $165,000 and individual awards range in size from $10,000 to $25,000.  Proposals for funding are accepted from colleges in the Middle Atlantic States.  If you are interested in learning which schools receive these funds, you may contact:  

Charlotte W. Newcombe Foundation, 35 Park Place, Princeton, NJ  08542.

The Foundation for Exceptional Children
This organization offers scholarships for first-time students beginning college.  Applicants must have some type of disability.  Multiple scholarships ranging from $500 to $1,000 are awarded annually.  For information enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope and write to: Scholarship Committee, The Foundation for Exceptional Children, 1920 Association Drive, Reston, Virginia 22091.

The Foundation for Science and the Handicapped
Several $1,000 science grants are awarded to students who have some physical disability and who are entering or continuing a graduate degree to study science, mathematics, computer science, engineering, or medicine. For further information write to: Rebecca F. Smith, 115 South Brainard Avenue, LaGrange, IL  60525.
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