EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Early Childhood Programs

IV  EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS
Listed here are formally organized programs for ages 0-5 (school readiness).  Since these programs change with need, please check with your local PUBLIC SCHOOL (LEA) and/or REGIONAL EDUCATION SERVICE CENTER.  There are also two STATE AGENCIES that may be helpful in locating or starting an appropriate infant/preschool program for your child; CONNECTICUT BIRTH TO THREE SYSTEMS and EARLY CHILDHOOD NETWORK 

(ages 3-5).

AMERICAN SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

139 North Main Street

West Hartford, CT  06107
(860) 570-2334 Voice/TDD

(860) 570-2328 Voice/TDD

ASD offers two programs for young deaf and hard of hearing children.

ASD’s Early Childhood Intervention Program for ages birth through three is a free statewide program which offers a variety of services for families of any child with a diagnosed hearing loss (mild to profound).  ECIP is a diagnostic program offering families information and assistance no matter what communication modality they select to use with their child.

Below are the services/programs offered through ECIP:

· Home visitation

· Audiological Management Hearing Aid Care

· Language Development Activities (Teddy Bears II)

· Sign Language Class (optional)

· Speech and Language Services

· Parent Education Programs

· Parent Networking

· Physical Therapy

· Counseling

ASD Preschool Program is a developmental classroom program for children ages 3 to 5.  Using a Total Communication philosophy, the program focuses on the development of language, communication skills, and school readiness skills.

Opportunities for interaction with hearing children are provided, as are support services of speech and physical therapy.  Experienced, certified professionals provide the foundation for a meaningful start to school.



NEW ENGLAND CENTER FOR HEARING REHABILITATION (NECHEAR)

354 Hartford Turnpike

Willimantic, CT 06226
(860) 455-1404 Voice

(860) 455-1396 FAX

NECHEAR was created to help children with hearing loss, including those with cochlear implants become fully participating members of their family and community.  This goal is met through testing children as early as possible, fitting them immediately with hearing aids that let them hear their own speech and the speech of others, and immediately enrolling them in intervention that teaches them to listen and speak.  This aggressive approach to intervention is aimed at preparing children to be educated with children who have normal hearing during the preschool years.

NECHEAR’s program is available statewide.  The caring, involved staff members have many years of expertise in providing aggressive intervention to children with hearing loss and their families.  They are part of a cochlear implant resource center that consults with families and professionals throughout New England.  The comprehensive services are provided by a speech-language pathologist, rehabilitative audiologist, and pediatric audiologists.  Other developmental services are provided through community resources.

NECHEAR provides aural habilitation throughout the state for infants and toddlers with all degrees fo hearing loss and specializes in early cochlear implantation.  Early intervention results in these children learning to hear and speak so that, whenever possible, they can be educated with children who have normal hearing.  The latest technology (hearing aids, FM systems, cochlear implants) help these children hear at home and in noisy environments.  The experienced intervention team supports parents as they make decisions regarding their child’s progress and future educational placement.

NECHEAR :

· Provides a full range of diagnostic hearing testing for infants and toddlers by pediatric audiologists with special expertise in fitting amplification for young children, including FM systems as primary amplification.

· Conducts evaluations to determine if the toddler is a candidate for a cochlear implant, meets with the cochlear implant center staff regarding candidacy and progress, and provides cochlear implant therapy and programming of the device.\

· Conducts home sessions to demonstrate ways of using the home environment and daily routines for language learning.

· Conducts center-based sessions with parent participation, focusing on linking listening, speech, and language.  These sessions allow for parent networking.



SOUNDBRIDGE

123 Progress Drive

Wethersfield, CT  06109
(860) 529-4260 Voice/TDD

SOUNDBRIDGE  offers two programs for young children from birth up to school age.

REACH*HI is a free parent infant program available in all areas of Connecticut to families of young deaf and hard of hearing children.  REACH*HI delivers weekly home based services to deaf and hard of hearing children from birth to three years of age.  The program is a replication of Project SKI*HI, a nationally accredited program.  Teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing trained in the SKI*HI model, provide parents with the skills they need to help their children develop their auditory abilities and language as soon as possible.  Full clinical services in audiology, psychology and counseling are provided in addition to a parent education and support program.

The SOUNDBRIDGE PRE-SCHOOL is an auditory/oral program which focuses on the development of the child’s use of amplified hearing to learn verbal skills.  The program offers a comprehensive pre-school curriculum which includes integration with normally hearing peers.

A strong parent component to the program encourages observations of the child in the classroom and includes home visits, as well as evening parent education programs.  Child support services include full Audiological services and physical therapy, occupational therapy and psychological services, as needed.

This program prepares the child for a kindergarten curriculum and serves as a diagnostic period to confirm that the auditory/oral method is effective for the individual.  The aim is to return students to their home school, as soon as possible, with appropriate support.



CONNECTICUT BIRTH TO THREE SYSTEM
1-800-505-7000 Voice/TDD 

www.birth23.org

The Birth to Three Program offers assistance throughout Connecticut for infants and toddlers with significant disabilities.  We can help evaluate your child’s needs and find services for your child and family as early as possible.  Call Birth to Three if you have concerns about your child’s talking, walking, seeing, hearing, feeding, handling toys, playing alone or with others, and sleeping.  The program also offers pre-cochlear implant evaluation, habilitative services both pre- and post-cochlear implant, inclusion of a cochlear implant plan as part of the IFSP (Individual Family Service Plan), and assistance to families that will allow them to network with other families whose children are in the process of cochlear implant.


CONNECTICUT COLLEGE PROGRAM FOR

CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
P.O. Box 1574

New London, CT  06320
(860) 447-7545 Voice

This is a program for 35 children, ages birth to five, with emotional, physical, perceptional, and/or developmental problems.  Parent involvement is a significant feature of the program.  The school is in session from early September to mid June and for a four week summer session.   Children meet in individual and group sessions - from one to five sessions weekly.  The program uses oral communication and, in some cases, total communication.  Support services include a speech/language pathologist, clinical psychologist, physical therapist and educational specialists.  Children are referred to appropriate outside agencies when it is indicated.  Children come from southeastern Connecticut towns within a 45-60 minute radius of New London and from border towns in Rhode Island.



LEARN 
P.O. Box 805

Hatchett’s Hill Road

Old Lyme, CT  06371
(860) 434-4800 Voice and TDD

(860) 434-4820 FAX

LEARN’S Special Education Programs and Services:  LEARN is a Regional Educational Service Center (RESC) meeting the needs of Southeastern Connecticut school districts.

LEARN provides Special Education classrooms for preschool through high school students.  Classrooms are located in public schools throughout Southeastern CT., enabling students to be mainstreamed to the maximum extent appropriate.  Classroom services such as Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, Speech and Language Therapy, Adaptive Physical Education, Specialized Nursing, Counseling and Social Services are incorporated as needed.

LEARN’S Special Education Department provides a variety of services for 3 to 21 year-old students with disabilities.  The underlying philosophy is least restrictive environment (LRE), collaborative teaming, and functional outcomes.  LEARN services range in intensity from a single consultation to a LEARN-staffed, self contained classroom.

Hearing Impaired

Educational instruction occurs in self-contained classes for the Hearing Impaired and/or in mainstream classes with support services provided.  Students participate in all aspects of the school community, including academics, sports, clubs and study groups.  A Total Communication or Oral approach is used as determined by the Plan and Placement Team.  

PACT (Parents, Academics, Child, Therapy)

These classrooms focus on behaviorally challenged students and create a supportive envi​ronment to increase learning and self-esteem, as well as to facilitate self-motivation and develop positive peer and adult relationship.

Itinerant Services for Hearing Impaired Students

Services for Hearing Impaired students can be provided in the home school district, and include direct instruction, comprehensive audiology, support to classroom staff, staff training, sign language instruction, and educational and other specialized testing.
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